I?2                                       CHILDREN OF THE PEOPLE
6.   AIMS AND AMBITIONS
Some hint of the expectations and hopes of Navaho children can
be found in the answers to the question, "What is the best thing that
could happen to you?" Responses were distributed as in Table 13.
TABLE 13
TEST RESPONSES OF NAVAHO AND WHITE CHILDREN CONCERNING "THE
BEST THING THAT COULD HAPPEN"; PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION
Shiprock        Navaho Mt.         White
Having or obtaining property.......   44               52               23
Pleasure or fun...............    16               14               23
Ambitions and achievements.......     9                7               26
Other scattered responses.........   31               27               28
There is quite a striking preponderance of interest in property as a
"best thing" for Navaho children, and by contrast the concern with
achievements of a nonmaterial sort play a small part. The few times
such items were named they were usually "to finish my schooling"
or "to get an education," which were just the things the white chil-
dren mentioned. One wonders why they never spoke of becoming
a Singer or a good weaver or an expert silversmith. It may be be-
cause the testing was done in a white setting, or because being a
Singer or a good weaver is something that belongs to older people.
Or it may be simply a part of Navaho "informality" and their tend-
ency to let nature take its course, as suggested in earlier chapters,
which would make it unlikely for children to plan their futures very
definitely.
Whatever its roots, it seems that this lack of drive in the direction
of nonmaterial achievement, which leads many white people to un-
dertake the professions, may keep Navahos from entering the teach-
ing, administrative, or medical fields in any numbers. For unless
one feels that the intellectual accomplishment is worth while in it-
self, and unless the surrounding group accords prestige for such
accomplishment, there is little incentive to spend long years in school.
Particularly is this true if, after spending the long years, one returns
to his people to practice what he has learned and finds he cannot
earn any more money than a fellow tribesman who spent only a few
years at school and then got a job driving a truck. White people-are